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“They stopped and took off my 
blindfold and untied my hands. 
I was in a room. I could see 
and smell blood on the floor 
and splattered on a couple of 
the walls.”

Witness 142



“There was nothing on the walls except a big 
framed picture of a man shaking hands with 
Mahinda and a group of people surrounding 
him. The man in the picture shaking hands with 
Mahinda was in the room.”

Witness 142



“They tied my hands behind my 
back and my ankles together 
and suspended me upside down. 
They did this by tying the end 
of a rope to the rope around 
my ankles and the other end of 
the rope went through a pulley 
which hung from a hook at the 
top of the ceiling. One man 
pulled the other end of the 
rope until my head was hanging 
1 meter and a half above the 
floor.They lowered my head into 
a barrel with water. I felt 
like I was drowning.”

Witness 205



“Once the cable wire was hot 
enough, they began whipping 
me across my back repeatedly, 
burning my skin. The pain was 
immense. I would pass out.”

Witness 123



“As I was lying there naked, I felt 
something touch me. It was very hot. 
It hurt very much. I could hear the 
hair on my shoulder being burnt and I 
could smell the burning hair. They held 
the hot metal on my skin for one or 
two seconds and then removed it. They 
repeated this process repeatedly. I was 
screaming.”

Witness 190



“They made me lie face down on the 
wooden bench and beat me on the soles of the 
feet, it felt like being given
electric shock.”

Witness 122



“They also whipped my legs with nylon rope and 
would tie the rope around my leg and pull it 
quickly around my leg leaving friction burn 
marks in a circular fashion.”

Witness 123



“The pain was 
excruciating and I was 
praying that I would die 
as it was so horrific.”

Witness 221



“They brought the papers to my right 
hand and then asked me to sign. One of 
these men had a silver star on both 
shoulders of his SLA uniform. I was 
unable to bear the pain caused by what 
they were doing and so I decided it 
was better to sign the papers and so I 
signed them.”

Witness 203



“I said to the man who asked 
questions, ‘Anna [older 
brother] please leave me or 
finish me off’.”

Witness 202



“They said things like “you Tamil dogs, are 
you trying to fuck with the Singhalese, you 
will always be our slaves”. Both of these 
men repeatedly raped me and due to the pain 
I lost consciousness.”

Witness 200



“When they came in the 
room they said fuck in 
English so I knew what 
was coming.”

Witness 181



“He came up to me and tried to pull 
my bra and panties off. I was fighting 
and I was running around the room 
trying to stay away from him.”

Witness 159



“I felt guilty and 
shamed of what had 
happened to me, 
I blamed myself 
I could not stop 
him, and I felt it 
was better to die 
than to live.”

Witness 205



“When I tried to commit suicide it 
was the instances of sexual abuse 
that were the darkest thoughts in 
my mind. It is difficult in Tamil 
culture to speak of such things.”

Witness 190



“The sexual 
violence was 
almost every day 
then after some 
time it happened 
occasionally. Two 
or three men were 
involved on each 
occasion.”

Witness 127



“They kicked me, slapped me, 
punched me, they beat me with 
pipes and wires, they burned 
me with cigarettes a couple 
of times, they burned me with 
heated metal rods 7 or 8 
times on my back and legs.”

Witness 127



“I often have nightmares 
about the sexual assaults 
and the torture and during 
the day I all of a sudden  
have intrusive memories of 
the sexual assaults.”

Witness 205



“Now when I think of 
what happen to me I 
think sometimes that 
death would be better.”

Witness 159



“The world should know the 
situation is still not normal 
in Sri Lanka and detention, 
torture and sexual violence 
is still happening.”

Witness 126
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