
 
 

TAMIL HERITAGE MONTH (ESSAY, POETRY, ART) CONTEST 

THEME:  LEARN WITH GREAT CARE, AND LET YOUR CONDUCT REFLECT YOUR LEARNING 

 
Thiruvallavar, the author of Thirukurral is a celebrated Tamil philosopher-poet whose work has been translated into 
over 70 languages around the world. It is considered one of the most important pieces of Tamil literature. The 
Thirukurral is a collection of 1330 couplets providing moral and ethical guidelines on how one's life should be 
conducted.  
 
This art contest will give students the opportunity to explore, reflect and creatively express their understanding of 
Thirukurral 391 (as stated above).  
 

CATEGORIES (Submissions are to be in English only) 

The Essay 

Guidelines/Criteria 
Length:  (3 categories: Grades 4-6: 200-250 words; Grades 7-8: 250-350 words; Grades 9-12: 350-500 words)  
Font: Times New Roman size 12 double spaced 
Conventions: Works Cited/Bibliography page in MLA style citation 
Mode of Submission: Submit essay by interoffice mail by 8 January 2016 to Equity and Inclusive Schools, 140 
Borough Drive, Level 2, Route SE, c/o Diane Dei-Amoah. 

Poetry 

4 Categories: Grades K-3, Grades 4-6, Grades 7-8, Grades 9-12 

Font: Times New Roman size 12 double spaced 

Mode of Submission: Submit poetry by interoffice mail by 8 January 2016 to Equity and Inclusive Schools, 140 

Borough Drive, Level 2, Route SE, c/o Diane Dei-Amoah. 

Original Artwork 
4 Categories: Grades K-3, Grades 4-6, Grades 7-8, Grades 9-12 

Artwork can include Photography, Painting, Drawing, Sculpture, Mixed Media, and Printmaking. Each submission 
must include an Artist Statement structured using the following template: 
School:  
Student Name: 
Media Used: 
Title Of Submission: 
Description: This description should provide an explanation of how the art piece connects to the theme of Learn 

with Great Care, and Let Your Conduct Reflect Your Learning. 

On the back should be the student’s contact information with phone number and email address 
Size: no smaller than 8”x11”, no bigger than 16”x16” (can have measurement that is rectangular)  
Mode of Submission:  Must deliver original artwork by interoffice mail by 8 January 2016 to Equity and Inclusive 
Schools, 140 Borough Drive, Level 2, Route SE, c/o Diane Dei-Amoah. 

Prizes for Grades JK-8 will be announced at a later date. 
 
First, second, and third place winners in the Secondary division of each category will be awarded accordingly (see 
below) and they will have the opportunity to have their work displayed at the TDSB Tamil Heritage Month 
Culminating Event at Woburn CI on 23 January 2016. 
 
First Prize:  $250 Second Prize:  $150  Third Prize:  $100 
 
The submissions will be judged according to the rubrics attached. 



Essay Contest Judging Rubric 
Name of Student: _________________________________________________________ 
School: _________________________________________________________________ 
For each criterion listed, score the essay on a scale of 1-5, with 5 being the best score. Use a separate form for each 
essay. Do not score in decimals or fractions – whole numbers 
only. 5=Excellent 4=Above Average 3=Average 2=Below Average 1=Poor/Incomplete 

Criteria 5 4 3 2 1 Score 

 Excellent Above 
average 

Average Below 
average 

Poor  

Understanding 
of the topic: 
To what extent 
did the writer 
demonstrate a 
clear 
understanding 
of the 
question and 
respond with 
details about 
his/her 
experience? 

In-depth 
understanding: 
key concepts 
related to the 
question and 
the story are 
identified and 
fully defined; 
excellent use 
of literary 
techniques 
such as 
comparison 
and contrast 

Key concepts 
related to the 
question and 
the story are 
adequately 
identified 
and defined; 
average use 
of literary 
techniques to 
describe  
viewpoints 

Key concepts 
are partially 
identified and 
defined; 
statement 
that 
viewpoints 
exist but little 
use of 
supporting 
details 

Some 
concepts are 
identified but 
not defined; 
lack of 
reference to 
any 
viewpoints 

Complete 
lack of 
reference to 
the question 
and the story; 
irrelevant 
information; 
unsupported 
statements, 
incomplete 
details 

 

Original 
thinking 
relative to the 
topic: To what 
extent  was 
the original 
thinking 
relative to the 
subject? 

Fully, relative 
to the topic 
 

Mostly 
relative to 
the topic 
without 
errors 
 

Partially 
relative with 
minor errors 

Somewhat 
relative with 
significant 
errors 
 

Not relative 
to the topic 
at all 
 

 

Effectiveness 
in presenting 
a 
point-of-view: 
To what extent 
did the writer 
present 
his/her point 
of view? 

Point-of-view 
fully 
presented and 
supported 
by many facts 
 

Point-of-view 
presented 
and 
supported 
with some 
facts 
 

Point-of-view 
expressed 
but limited 
use of factual 
information 
 

Point-of-view 
presented 
without use 
of supporting 
facts/ 
opinion only 
 

Facts are 
inaccurate 
Point of view 
not 
present 
 

 

Literary style, 
grammar and 
spelling 
 

Literary style 
completely 
clear and 
effective, 
excellent 
grammar and 
spelling 
 
Varied 
sentence 
structure, 
essay well 
developed and 
cohesive 

Literary style 
partially 
clear and 
effective, 
good 
grammar & 
spelling 
 
Sentence 
structure 
somewhat 
varied; essay 
well 
developed 
and 
cohesive 
 

Use of 
literary 
technique to 
convey 
main ideas 
but lacking 
clarity 
 
Sentence 
structure 
lacks variety 
but essay 
mostly 
developed 

Lacks use of 
literary 
technique 
 
Many errors 
in 
grammar and 
spelling 

Irrelevant 
and/or 
erroneous 
information, 
main 
ideas unclear, 
illegible, 
grammar 
and spelling 
errors 
consistent 
throughout 
essay 

 

 
Judge: ______________________________________________________ Total Score: ______ 



  
 
 
 
  
Poetry Judging Criteria 
 
School: ______________________________________ Title: ________________________  
 
  

Content Demonstrates Some 
(1 point) 

Demonstrates 
Considerable 

(2 points) 

Demonstrates 
Outstanding 

(3 points) 

Original use of literary 
technique(s) 

   

Artistic portrayal of 
subject matter/story 
(expressed through form 
and structure) 

   

  
  
Original Artwork Judging Criteria 
  

Art Piece Not evident Clear Outstanding 

Originality       

Skill in using chosen media 
(each art medium will 
have different skill 
evaluated) 

      

Interpretation and 
connection to theme 
(message to viewer) 

      

Anticipated message 
(effectiveness of Artist 
statement) 

      

  

 

 


